
The Search For Modern ChinaPosted by AndyFromOregon - 2008/08/06 05:57_____________________________________I'm not sure if this thread should be under "Travel" or another folder.

I'm currently reading the book, "The Search for Modern China", by Jonathan D. Spence.

It's an 800 page book, and so far I have read only 200 pages (up to the rule of Yuan Shikai).

However, I find this book very interesting and look forward to continuing the reading.

Has anyone else read this book?

If so, what do you think of it?

Andy============================================================================Re:The Search For Modern ChinaPosted by jim - 2008/08/06 06:40_____________________________________Have not read The Search for Modern China (1989).  Sounds readable and informative.


I have been reading China:Alive in the Bitter Sea(1982) - personal account of first New York Times reporter (Fox Butterfield) allowed into China in 1980.  Many changes since, but somethings haven't.

Any other summer reading lists about China?============================================================================Re:The Search For Modern ChinaPosted by chinamustard - 2008/08/07 15:31_____________________________________This is on my list: Oracle Bones

I've also read Wild Swans ...what a classic!============================================================================Re:The Search For Modern ChinaPosted by whereishunter - 2008/08/07 15:46_____________________________________Mao's Last Dancer by Li Cunxin is also another interesting read.============================================================================Re:The Search For Modern ChinaPosted by Huangdi101 - 2008/08/07 23:16_____________________________________I read a book called "Culture Shock" forgot the author's name.  It was reproduced a few years later with more information, I feel the book was spot on about everything mentioned.  Good reading, entertaining.  Talks about everything from history to law, from dining to making business, from staring squads to interesting habits.============================================================================Re:The Search For Modern ChinaPosted by AndyFromOregon - 2008/08/08 14:27_____________________________________In addition to "The Search for Modern China" by Jonathan D. Spence, the following books were recommended to me:

Oracle Bones: A Journey Between China's Past and Present (Hardcover)
by Peter Hessler (Author) 
(recommended by Chinamustard)

Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China (Paperback)
by Jung Chang (Author)
(Also recommended by Chinamustard)

Mao's Last Dancer by Li Cunxin
(recommended by WhereIsHunter)


Culture Shock! China: A Survival Guide to Customs and Etiquette by Angela Eagan and Rebecca Weiner (Author) 
(recommended by Huangdi101)

China: Alive in the Bitter Sea (Hardcover)
by Fox Butterfield (Author)
(recommended by Jim)

I will try to find some way to write an article summarizing these recommended books, updating as time goes by, and giving credit to those who recommend.

Andy============================================================================Re:The Search For Modern ChinaPosted by jKs - 2008/08/08 23:38_____________________________________Jonathan D. Spence does good work.  I am almost half-way through Return to Dragon Mountain: Memories of a Late Ming Man

from the jacket sleeve:


In 1649, when he was forty-nine years old, Zhang Dai lost almost everything.  His beautiful lakeside villa in Hangzhou, his spacious home in Shaoxing, his massive library, his paintings, the antiquities he had been collecting for decades were all destroyed by fire or lost in the looting that was a consequence of the murderous fighting that engulfed China after the Manchu invasion of 1644, which had brought down the mighty Ming empire.

His life during the Ming period had been marked by the expansive sense of progress that permeated that culture: the flourishing of reformist schools of Buddhis; wide-scale philanthropy; the education of women; a celebration of the visual arts, writing and music; intellectual pursuit of medicine and science-this was truly a time of cultural creativity in China, and Zhagn Dai was an avid participant in many disciplines.  But when the Ming dynasty was overthrown, Zhang's servants deserted him, his children scattered, his closest friend committed suicide.  Abandoning his ravaged property, Zhang fled with his surving family members to the hills south of Shaoxing, where they made a precarious living from farming.  As he toiled, Zhang began, with patience and absolute concentration, to rebuild his mind and in words the world that he had lost.  This work of mental reconstruction occupied him for close to forty years, until he was ninety.  And when it was done, he died.

1. Zhang Dai, 1597-1679.  2. Authors, Chinese-Biography.============================================================================
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